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Alonzo King to bring ‘Handel’
and ‘Common Ground’ to Aspen

Shannon Asher
Special to The Aspen Times

steemed dancer and choreogra-
pher Alonzo King said he’s always
amazed at the beauty of Colorado
and Aspen, and he is remind-
ed of it each time he gets over the Rocky
Mountains.

“Flying from Denver to Aspen is hum-
bling because you see how beautiful the
land is when it’s left undeveloped,” he said
during a recent phone interview. “It makes
you think of pristine times and what it
must have been like when bison buffalo
roamed in the millions before they were
destroyed.”

King returns to Aspen with his company
for a one-night-only performance present-
ed by the Aspen Santa Fe Ballet. On Sat-
urday, Alonzo King LINES Ballet appears
at the Aspen District Theatre to perform
two of their works: “Handel” and “Common
Ground.”

“We are a company of truth-seekers,”
King said. “Our goal and our aim are to

remind people of the spirit that animates
our bodies, the spirit that animates all
creation. I think that’s the real message in
everything — we are not, as many de-
scribe, weak, whining mortals. We are
immortal and we are capable of unlimited
possibilities.”

Born in Georgia and now based in San
Francisco, King is the son of two civil rights
activists. He grew up with two very influ-
ential people in his life who were willing to
die for what they believed in.

King explains that it was inspiring and
intimidating to grow up in an environment
like this.

“You are surrounded by people who, what
comes out of their mouth and out of their
being is no contradiction,” King said. “The
way that they live and the way that they
speak are in harmony. When they give their
word, they give it under percentage, but
they don’t fail on it.”

With only 12 to 14 members in his
36-year-old company, the audition process
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Alonzo King LINES
Ballet to perform at
Aspen District Theatre
on Saturday
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Alonzo King, seen here performing in“Handel,” will be in Aspen this weekend to perform
the piece as well as “Common Ground” with his ballet company.

Nonprofit visits Aspen, announces global initiative

Childhelp plans global
campus as international
location for aiding children

Maddie Vincent
The Aspen Times

More than 70 people gathered in Aspen’s
L'Hostaria restaurant Thursday for the
60th anniversary of Childhelp, a nonprofit
dedicated to helping victims of child abuse,
neglect and at-risk children.

Founded in 1959 by Hollywood actresses
Sara O’Meara and Yvonne Fedderson, who
starred in “The Adventures of Ozzie and
Harriet” TV show, Childhelp has transi-
tioned from a series of orphanages in Japan
housing “throwaway” children; to flying
children out of war-torn Vietnam to adop-
tive parents, known as “Operation Baby
Lift”; to the diverse U.S.-based initiative
helping victims of child abuse, including
sexual abuse, and neglect that the nonprofit
is known for today.

“I've known these ladies for over 15
years,” said Rose Ann Leiner, a real estate
agent who has worked in Aspen for over

a decade. “Their cause and mission is just
unbelievable.”

Leiner was one of many Aspen locals at
the celebration Thursday afternoon, smil-
ing and voicing her approval as a handful
of Childhelp videos played and speakers,
including O’'Meara and Fedderson, reflected
on the past 60 years of service.

Over 10 million children across the U.S.
have been impacted by Childhelp over the
past 60 years, either through its preventa-
tive educational initiatives taught in schools
across the country, its residential treatment
programs or “villages,” and its national call/
text hotline, according to the nonprofit’s
data.

In Colorado, more than 11,000 chil-
dren have been impacted through Child-
help services and resources, and the
organization received nearly 2,000 calls
from at-risk children in the state to its
1-800-4-A-CHILD hotline in 2018, its
numbers show, officials said.

Since Leiner met the Childhelp founders
and even visited one of the call centers for
its national call and text hotline, she said
she’s donated 25% of her real estate earn-
ings to the nonprofit.
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Sara O'Meara, left, and Yvonne Fedderson,
former Hollywood actresses and found-
ers of the Childhelp nonprofit, spoke to
over 70 people gathered in the L'Hostaria
reastaurant in Aspen on Thursday af-
ternoon about their nonprofit’s 60 year
history and plans to develop a global child
abuse education, research and treatment
campus.

Leiner was recognized as a key support-
er of Childhelp on Thursday along with
several other full-time and part-time locals
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— which is why she felt it was so important
to help organize this 60th anniversary cele-
bration in Aspen.

“I decided this was a good thing for our
community to be involved in and to un-
derstand what it’s going to take to change,”
Leiner said of bringing the Childhelp event
to Aspen.

But this wasn’t just a celebration focused
on Childhelp’s long history of helping at-
risk and abused kids — it also was the offi-
cial launch of its plans to create a Childhelp
Global Campus.

As announced at the private luncheon
Thursday, the vision for this campus is an
all-encompassing, city-like environment
that would serve as a global research and
education center, residential treatment
facility for child abuse victims, housing for
foster families, employment training and
services, treatment and therapy programs
and more.

Simply put, it would be a hub for various
organizations to collaborate with Child-
help to address child abuse across the U.S.
and the world through research, education
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and treatment.

After Childhelp officials introduced
the global campus vision, the luncheon
guests were invited to ask questions.

One of the first was arguably the
elephant in the room: When is the
campus going to go up, how much is it
going to cost and where is the money
going to come from?

Childhelp spokespeople explained
the nonprofit aimed to raise $200
million from its supporters, like those
sitting in the Aspen restaurant, right
off the bat to help acquire the existing
property in Pheonix, which Childhelp
feels will be the best fit for its global
campus and get the various envisioned

programs started there.

If Childhelp can purchase this prop-
erty, its organizers believe it can have
its campus up and running within 10
years.

With this advocacy and fundraising
mission in mind, speakers from across
the country and from Aspen spoke
about their confidence in O’Meara and
Fedderson’s 60-year track record, their
own personal experiences with child
abuse and what they believe is an over-
whelming need to address child abuse,
referred by many as a silent epidemic.

Most of the speakers felt this global
campus could be part of the solution,
acknowledging it wouldn’t be easy and
would take a lot of outside support.

“The biggest problem is that no one
wants to talk about it,” said Rebecca

Cooper, Childhelp’s national spokes-
person. “We knew we needed to come
to a place where people would take a
hard look at what’s not being done and
want to do something about it.”

Cooper said that’s why Childhelp
organizers chose Aspen as its unveil-
ing for the global campus project. The
nonprofit felt that because the city
already has a handful of key supporters
and is an “open-hearted” community,
it would be the perfect place to start its
global mission.

“Yes, Aspen is a wealthy city, but it’s
different here,” Cooper said. “There
are a lot of wealthy cities in the United
States, but Aspen is unique because it
has a rare combination of wealth and
privilege combined with generosity
and purposefulness.”
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can be very competitive. When choos-
ing the members of his company, King
searches for individuals with enthu-
siasm. The dancers obviously need

to have the proper technique and
stamina, but that is not what’s most
important.

If the dancer is not excited, inspired
and filled with spirit, King will keep
looking.

“I am drawn to people who are kind,
people who have technique under
their belt and people who want to
continue to grow,” King said. “Peo-
ple who look at the art-making as a
service. Theyre more concerned about
what theyre giving than what they’re
getting.”

King notes that it’s very rare to
hire someone just from the audition

alone — the company needs to spend
time working with that person for

an extended period. For it to be fair,
they must understand how intense
the company works. The bottom line
is character — King is looking for
character.

“As in anyone who's looking to work
and to create a relationship with
someone, I'm looking for the quality
of their character. Is there loyalty, is
there a big vision, is there sincerity?”
King said. “Dancing is an incredible
thing to see. It's human traits, it’s
the pinnacle of human qualities that
you're looking for. People who are
tapped into creativity, or they want to
be, are fun to work with.”

If King were to give advice to an
aspiring ballet dancer, he would tell
them their love needs to be greater
than their fear — or else it doesn’t
work.

Understanding where artists pull
their inspiration from and learning
what inspires them can often offer fas-
cinating insight into the art that they
produce.

“We are already surrounded by the
most eternal light, and we have to tap
into that light for inspiration,” King
said. “We have to realize that we are
not the doers. If we're going to be
creating, we want to tune in with the
Creator. That is where the inspiration
comes from.”

He said what is interesting about
art-making is going through that pro-
cess of evolution.

“We go from me to we, to oneness,”
King said. “The whole point of the
evolutionary process is for the indi-
vidual to melt into the universal. That
means that if you're going to become
something, the individual must die.
The ego must die.”
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